
 April 4, 2018 
 
Dear AP Literature Student: 
 
Your required summer reading for the upcoming year of A.P. Literature will consist of two books: How to                  
Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster and a book of your choice from the (narrowed)                  
A.P. Literature list. The self-selected book will likely be the focus of your senior research paper, so I                  
suggest you choose a book or author of particular interest to you. I have put together an abbreviated                  
list of titles from the A.P. reading list that students have found success with in the past, and I would                    
like you to select from this list (attached). Books not on the official list of A.P. Lit. novels will not                    
count towards this assignment.  
 
Copies of How to Read Literature Like a Professor are available in the library. Please read the                 
Introduction and first ten (10) chapters. Write one sentence that encapsulates the “big idea” of that                
chapter AND record an example that you believe applies (examples should come from BOOKS,              
SOME of which can be “less than serious literature” such as Harry Potter). These chapter responses can                 
be on a Post-it note, if you’re adept at brevity. I strongly advise that you buy your own copies of the                     
titles we read this year and mark them as you read. If you cannot purchase the books, keep a large stack of                      
Post-it notes nearby to keep track of your ideas as you go.  
 
Enclosed you will find a copy of the A.P. Book Log, to be completed in response to your independent                   
novel selection. A typed copy of your log for your independent novel will be due on the first day of                    
school. I recommend reviewing the elements for the log, then just adding a sticky-note or tab, as you                  
read, in places that you can go back to in order to complete the log. Fluent reading (without a lot of                     
stopping & starting to compile notes) usually makes a story more enjoyable. If you read the books and                  
follow the instructions to the best of your ability, you will do just fine. This is not a group assignment. I                     
expect original answers and minimal similarities between papers. You will submit your logs to              
Turnitin.com during the first week of school, so be careful to cite any work that is not your own and use                     
quotation marks appropriately.  
 
Do not make the error of procrastinating and then relying on film versions and/or Sparknotes (boring! Not                 
YOUR ideas!) to complete your first assignment as an AP Lit. student. The study of literature is truly the                   
study of the human experience. Please make the time to read and interact with these books.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact me in the following way: 
 
E-mail: summer.cox@medford.k12.or.us  
 
Have a terrific summer!  A.P Literature is a college-level class worth eight credits through SOU.  You 
will need to be rested and ready for the challenging year of good books and great discussions.  Happy 
reading! 
 
 
Summer Cox 
English Language Arts 
 

Due first day of class:  
o Chapter 0-10 (11 total) responses to How to Read Literature Like a Professor  
o Book Log- Book of Your Choice from the abbreviated and approved A.P. Reading 

List - Please type and format according to MLA expectations. 

mailto:Summer.cox@medford.k12.or.us


 
Name: _________________________________AP Book Title: __________________________________ 

 
 Scoring Guidelines Book Log Grade Earned  Pts.Poss 
1 Minimum 3 characters with the following details for most  

(Some books have fewer characters) 
a. List the name (if a name is given) 
b. The function the character seems to fulfill (Why is he or she in 

the novel?) 
c. Any striking personality characteristics 
d. And your personal response/reaction to the character 

 

 5 

2 Jot down your observations about ALL of the setting elements- time, 
place, and culture. Which seem thematically relevant? 
(Minimum of 5) 
 

 5 

3 Keep a running list of items, characters or places that appear to be 
symbols (i.e. concrete items that represent abstract ideas—a red rose 
represents love).  In addition, explore (explain) the ideas these symbols 
might represent. Your ideas about this may change as the novel 
progresses. (Minimum of 5) 
 

 5 

4 Choose at least one descriptive passage that you find extremely well 
done.  This passage can be photocopied or hand copied. Underline the 
word choices you find especially effective. What do you like about the 
passage? Why is it important/noteworthy?  (Explain.) 
 

 5 

5 Note any passages that seem unusually philosophical-- what do you 
think the author is getting at in the passage?  These are usually passages 
where the author gives insight into the theme. (Explain.) 
(Minimum of 3) 
 

 5 

6 Write a sentence that indicates what universal idea you think the 
author may be trying to discuss by writing this novel.   What is the 
author saying about life/the world through this novel? 
 
 

 5 

7 When you finish the novel, write a paragraph giving your opinion of 
the book.  Deal with general literary worth as well as with your own 
personal taste.  Why did you like or dislike it?  What are its strong 
points?  Its weak points or flaws?  How does it apply to your 
experience? 
 

 5 

 Total 
 

 35 

 



5/MAS= Thoroughly accomplishes all tasks     4/ADV=Accomplishes all tasks     3/MTS=Accomplishes most tasks 
Please score yourself and attach rubric to your book log.  DUE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL. 

The following is a narrowed selection from the A.P. reading list.  These are suggested novels for summer reading 
AND research analysis for the A.P. Literature Senior Paper - the following are titles that students have had 
success with in the past.  Typically, a very contemporary novel is difficult, due to the lack of published analysis 
that students can find to support their own work.  You should consult Goodreads or another dependable source 
for a synopsis of titles that you are interested in (or ask your friends, your English teacher, or Mrs. Larson in the 
library for recommendations). If you are interested in reading a novel not on the following list, please consult 
Mrs. Cox (who LOVES to “talk books”) to confirm that you are making a wise selection. 
  
 Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte or Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (similar genre) 

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

Crime & Punishment or The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevsky 

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

Pride and Prejudice or Sense & Sensibility by Jane Austen 

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko 

Moby Dick or Billy Budd by Herman Melville 

The Sound & The Fury or Absalom, Absalom or A Light in August by William Faulkner 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry or The Crucible by Arthur Miller (both are plays) 

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 

Grapes of Wrath or East of Eden by John Steinbeck 

The House of Mirth or The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton 

Song of Solomon or Sula by Toni Morrison 

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Madame Bovary by Gustav Flaubert or Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy (similar genre) 

1984 by George Orwell 

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift or The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (both are social commentary) 

Dracula by Bram Stoker (it’s not exactly what you think it is – do some research!) 

Howard’s End or A Passage to India by E.M. Forster 

The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 



Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 

*Additional options possible if approved by Mrs. Cox BEFORE you break for summer vacation 


